
“Having a glimpse of the world 
as God really made it is a gift 
we can give our next 
generation.” 

This is one of the reasons I 
have planned for the 
future and named the 
DDWS as a beneficiary in 
my estate plans. To 
preserve and protect the 

Refuge as we know it and to continue to educate 
and inspire our next conservation stewards.  As a 
volunteer for many years and now serving as 
board president of the DDWS, I have seen and 
continue to see the importance of the work 
taking place at the Refuge.  I have also seen how 
vital the additional private philanthropic support 
is to the Refuge to continue this important 
conservation work.  

With this planning, I am assured that my hard-
earned assets will be distributed according to my 
wishes and I will not have to worry about the 
government making the decisions for me.  It is 
important to me to have my plans and wishes in 
place before my death, and while I hope to live 
many more years, it’s never too early to begin 
the process.  I am excited to know that my 
support will continue to be put to work in 
making a difference in conservation for the 
future.”      

 - Doris D. Hardy, DDWS Board President 

 

   45/82 Society 
Continue Your Impact 

 

Many of our members help shape the 
future of the Refuge by designating the 

“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society as a 
beneficiary in their estate plans.  They 
become members of the 45/82 Society 

(signifying the year of the Refuge’s 
establishment in 1945 and the year of the 

Society’s founding in 1982), which 
recognizes those friends who have chosen 

to honor the Refuge with a planned or 
deferred gift. A combination of large and 

small planned gifts received throughout the 
years has enabled the “Ding” Darling 

Wildlife Society to continue its support of 
the Refuge in areas of land acquisition, 

education, research, and other important 
conservation efforts.  Supporting these 

efforts through your estate is easier than 
you might think.  

 

We are proud of all that the Refuge has 
accomplished in the past 35 years thanks to 

the support from people who love and 
value the Refuge. And although the world is 
an uncertain place, we look forward to the 

future with confidence that we will 
continue our mission of education and 

preservation. 

  



Charitable Bequests 
      While there are many ways to plan for the future of your assets, charitable bequests are one of the easiest 
ways you can leave a lasting impact on the Refuge. A bequest gift may be made in your will or trust directing a 

specific dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, or a piece of property to the “Ding” Darling Wildlife 
Society. All charitable bequests to our organization are deducted in full from the value of your estate in the 

calculation of estate taxes, which can significantly lessen the burden of estate taxes on your family. 
      The “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society uses charitable gifts to support conservation and education priorities at 

the time the gift is realized unless otherwise specified by the donor. If you would like your gift to be used to 
support a specific program, please contact us to ensure your wishes will be met.  

 

Sample Language for Your Plan 
     If you wish to name the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society in your estate plans or name us as a 

beneficiary of your retirement accounts or life insurance, please name us as follows: 
"I, [name], of [city, state, ZIP] give, devise, and bequeath to the “Ding” Darling Wildlife 

Society, Inc., a Florida non-profit corporation located on Sanibel Island, Florida  [written 
amount or percentage of the estate or description of property]." 

Our tax identification number is: 59-2240895 
 
 

Thank You for Your Commitment to Conservation 

     The 45/82 Society recognizes those friends who have chosen to honor the Refuge with a planned 
or deferred gift. By creating a personal legacy, you also create a lasting legacy for the Refuge. Your gift 

through your estate plan, large or small, is critical to the Refuge’s future survival. We would like to 
recognize you as a member the 45/82 Society, unless you prefer anonymity. If you have already 

remembered the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society in your estate plans, please let us know so we can 
thank you and make a plan to fulfill your wishes at the time the gift is realized.  

For more information on how to leave a lasting gift for conservation, please contact 
Executive Director Birgie Miller at 239-292-0566 or director@dingdarlingsociety.org, or 

visit our website at dingdarlingsociety.org/articles/leave-a-legacy. 

Together we can continue the education 
and conservation efforts at the J.N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge 
through planned giving. 


